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The 11" Zhongshan Overseas Chinese Activity Day has a new look
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On November 10", a WeChat blog appeared a lot
in the Overseas Zhongshanese WeChat groups and
quickly became popular in the moments of the majority
of overseas Chinese. What attracted everyone to read
and forward was the news of the opening of the 11"
Zhongshan Overseas Chinese Activity Day in 2020.
Considering that due to the impact of the COVID-19
epidemic, the majority of overseas Chinese have not
been able to return to their hometowns as they did in
previous years. In 2020, the overseas Chinese activities
day took the form of online celebration and online
seminars.

Lai Zehua, Secretary of the Zhongshan Municipal
Party Committee, cared about and paid attention to
the unique “Overseas Chinese Activity Day”. He gave
a video speech at the opening ceremony to greet the
overseas folks and thanked the overseas Chinese for
donating money and materials to support their home
country and hometown in fighting the COVID-19
epidemic. He also expressed his sincere hope that they
will soon gather again to recount homesickness and
discuss issues about Zhongshan’s development.

The video, with less than 600 words and a total
of 3 minutes and 15 seconds, spread to the overseas
Chinese the next day with a reading volume of more
than 20,000. Many overseas Chinese, as well as Hong
Kong, Macao and Taiwan compatriots were very
pleased with the holding of the “Overseas Chinese
Activity Day” in Zhongshan as scheduled, saying that

although they could not return to their hometown,
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Secretary Lai would spend the Day online with everyone, which reflected
the government’s great sentiment, warmth, and hospitality towards overseas
Chinese. It has greatly stimulated the enthusiasm of overseas Chinese to
participate in and support the development of Zhongshan in the new era.

In addition, as the “highlight” of the event, the online seminars
for young and middle-aged overseas Chinese groups in 2020 started on
December 30". The Zhongshan Overseas Chinese Affairs Bureau invited
Chen Yiping, vice president and doctoral supervisor of the Institute of
Overseas Chinese and Chinese Studies of Jinan University, to deliver online
lessons for more than 100 overseas Chinese leaders in overseas Chinese
groups from nearly 20 countries. He brought forward seminars including
“New Situations and China’s Strategic Choices under the Superposition
of a Hundred Years of Changes and Epidemics”, “ Overseas Chinese and
China’s Peaceful Development: Review and Prospect”, “Overseas Chinese
Community Development and the Role of Overseas Chinese Leaders”. The
seminars have not only enhanced the students’ understanding of China’s
economic and social development status, but also strengthened their sense of
identity with their home country. Consequently, the seminars will guide them
to improve the management level of overseas Chinese groups, promote the
construction of harmonious overseas Chinese groups, better serve overseas
Chinese, integrate into the country where they live, and play the role of civil

friendly envoys well.
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After the meeting, Li Jing awarded three of the first batch of “Overseas Chinese Innovation Bases in South Guangdong” jointly built by

Guangdong Federation of Returned Overseas Chinese.
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On November 10"‘, the “2020 Chinese Businessmen’s Southern
Guangdong Tour ” organized by Guangdong Federation of Returned
Overseas Chinese, Guangdong International Chinese Business
Association and Zhongshan Federation of Returned Overseas
Chinese was held in Zhongshan. More than 100 Chinese businessmen
including Liang Guanjun, Chairman of the Eastern American Chinese
Association, Guo Zewei, Chairman of the Guangdong International
Chinese Chamber of Commerce, and Lin Huiyong, Chairman of
the Presidium of the American Teochew Chamber of Commerce,
carried out a 3-day economic and trade investment investigation and
exchanges in Zhongshan.

Li Jing, vice chairman of All-China Federation of Returned
Overseas Chinese and chairman of the Guangdong Province
Federation of Returned Overseas Chinese, attended the event and
delivered a speech. Lai Zehua, Secretary of Zhongshan Municipal
Party Committee, and Wei Weihan, Mayor of Zhongshan, met with
members of the Chinese business delegation.

Zhongshan is the hometown of Dr. Sun Yat Sen and also a
famous hometown of overseas Chinese in China. There are more
than 1 million overseas Chinese in more than 80 countries on five
continents. Since the reform and opening up, a group of Chinese
businessmen have come to Zhongshan to invest and start businesses,
and have made great contributions to Zhongshan’s reputation as
one of the “four tigers”. During the COVID-19 epidemic this year,
overseas Chinese enterprises have stuck to Zhongshan, stabilized their
production and posts, donated money and materials, and showed their
brotherhood and friendship.

Lai Zehua said that at present, the national strategy of “dual-

region drive” has been deeply implemented, the construction of

—
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Shenzhen-Zhongshan Bridge has accelerated the integration of
Shenzhen and Zhongshan, and the development of Zhongshan is
in the golden period of favorable timing, location and people. He
hoped that the majority of Chinese businessmen would seize business
opportunities, follow the trend, and integrate their own business with
the cause of the country and hometown.

Li Jing said that the country’s achievements in reform and
opening up, as well as national development and construction could
not be made without the contributions of overseas Chinese.

According to Liang Guanjun, the members of the visiting
delegation came from 19 countries, as well as Hong Kong and Macao.
They were very happy to come to Zhongshan and have the opportunity
to have an in-depth understanding of Zhongshan’s profound historical
and cultural heritage and various development achievements.

On November 11", at the “2020 Chinese Business South
Guangdong Tour (Zhongshan)” docking and exchange symposium,
Lei Yuelong, Deputy Mayor of Zhongshan, introduced Zhongshan’s
geographic advantages, industrial development and layout,
technological innovation, foreign investment and intelligence, as well
as the positioning, ideas and measures of Zhongshan in participating
in the construction of the Greater Bay Area, to the representatives of
overseas Chinese businessmen. He said that in the future, Zhongshan
would continue to provide enterprises with a high-quality environment
and efficient services in which they could invest and start businesses
at ease.

At the symposium, representatives of overseas Chinese
businessmen spoke freely, fully affirmed Zhongshan’s constantly
optimized business environment, and were full of confidence in

Zhongshan’s broad development prospects.
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Love education for the benefit of our hometown

Agile Property donated 40 million yuan to Yagang Primary School in Sanxiang Town
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G uangdong Agile Charity
Foundation donated 40 million
yuan to help with Yagang Primary
School’s expansion and teaching
development. On November 5", the
Ceremony on Initiating Sanxiang
Town’s Yagang Primary School
Expansion Project and Chen Geping
Education Development Fund
Donation was held in Sanxiang
Town. Lai Zehua, Secretary of
the Zhongshan Municipal Party
Committee, and Chan Zhuolin,
Chairman of Agile Group, attended
the donation ceremony.

Founded in 1927, Yagang
Primary School, which has 19
classes with 930 students at present,
will be able to accommodate 36
classes after the expansion expected

to be completed in June 2021.
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Accelerate the implementation of cooperation projects between Zhongshan and Macao

Mayor Wei Weihan visited Ho Hau Wah and attended the celebration ceremony of MUST
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On November 30", Mayor Wei Weihan led a team to Macao to
meet with Ho Hau Wah, Vice Chairman of CPPCC, to exchange views
on speeding up the cooperation between Zhongshan and Macao.
During his stay in Macao, Wei Weihan was also invited to attend
the 20" anniversary ceremony of Macao University of Science and
Technology (MUST).

Ho said that the Zhongshan Municipal Party Committee and
the Municipal Government have always made positive contributions
to promoting cooperation between Guangdong Province and Macao
and deepening the exchanges between Macao and Zhongshan.
Macao and Zhongshan have had a good foundation for cooperation.
It is hoped that Zhongshan will further enhance the overall strength
of the city, improve industrial supporting facilities, optimize the
investment environment, and innovate cooperation methods, so that
the cooperation between the two places can be more solid and stable.

Wei said that Zhongshan’s economic development achievements
could not be made without the contributions of Macao compatriots
and enterprises. Next, Zhongshan will firmly grasp the major
historical opportunities in the construction of the Guangdong-Hong
Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area and accelerate the implementation of
the cooperative project with MUST.

It is known that MUST has obvious advantages in the fields of
traditional Chinese medicine, artificial intelligence, big data analysis,
computer vision, network and communication, smart city, electronic

technology, etc., which can provide international talents and technical

| 4

support for the development of related industries.
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Sing an ode to the new trend of overseas Chinese and tell the story of a well-off life

2020 Zhongshan Overseas Chinese Mass Culture Festival closed
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On November 10", the closing ceremony of 2020 Zhongshan Overseas
Chinese Mass Culture Festival was held in the studio hall of Zhongshan
Radio and Television Station. Shao Jin, vice chairman of Guangdong
Federation of Returned Overseas Chinese, Liang Lixian, member of the
Standing Committee of the Zhongshan Municipal Party Committee and
head of the United Front Work Department, Guo Huibing, vice chairman
of the Zhongshan CPPCC, and Qiu Shuhong, the former chairman of the
Zhongshan CPPCC, attended the event. The event was divided into three
parts: “Medical & Education”, “Agriculture” and “Rural Areas”. Six guests
from overseas Chinese circles were invited to take on-site interviews.

As a highlight of this cultural festival, the online information matrix of
“Overseas Chinese Connecting the Four Seas” has been officially launched to

build an information exchange platform between Zhongshan and the world.
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Group photo of Macao youths and overseas students in front of Zuobu Book House on November 13"
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Follow the old traces of Dr. Sun Yat-sen and feel the new look of Zhongshan

Young people from home and abroad gathered in Zhongshan to learn and exchange
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On November 12", on the 154™ anniversary of the birth
of Dr. Sun Yat Sen, the great forerunner of the democratic
revolution, the fourth Cross-Strait Zhongshan Forum, which
included the Cultural and Historical Relics Tour of Dr. Sun
Yat Sen and the Cross-Strait Youth Study Camp, sponsored by
Zhongshan Culture, Radio, Television and Tourism Bureau and
Zhongshan Youth Federation, officially kicked off at the Former
Residence of Dr. Sun Yat-sen in Cuiheng Village, Nanlang
Town, Zhongshan. Sixty outstanding youth representatives
from Taiwan, Macao and the mainland gathered in Zhongshan
for a three-day study exchange. Liang Lixian, member of the
Standing Committee of the Municipal Party Committee and head
of the United Front Work Department, attended the launching
ceremony.

Focusing on the theme of “Zhongshan spirit and youth on
both sides of the Taiwan Strait”, the event invited young people
to deeply cherish the memory of Dr. Sun Yat Sen and trace his
footprints.

After the launching ceremony, the members of the Cross-
Strait Youth Camp visited the Former Residence of Dr. Sun Yat-
sen to learn about the great pioneer’s birth, growth environment,
and difficult and arduous revolutionary course, thus deeply
understanding his lofty patriotism and indomitable spirit of
struggle. Then the youth representatives came to Zhongshan
Memorial Library. With the explanation of the staff, the young
members visited the library floor by floor. The strong cultural
atmosphere and pleasant reading environment in the library left a

deep impression on everyone.
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Help Hong Kong and Macao youths integrate into the GBA construction

Zhongshan CPPCC created an online platform for Hong Kong and Macao members to perform their duties
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On October 18", Zhongshan CPPCC
held a consultation forum in the form
of “video conference” for the first time
to build an online platform for Hong
Kong and Macao members to perform
their duties. Members of the Municipal
Committee of the Chinese people’s
Political Consultative Conference of
Mainland, Hong Kong and Macao
discussed politics on the same platform
online. Members from Hong Kong and
Macao spoke enthusiastically, offering
suggestions on how to promote
the integration of Hong Kong and
Macao youth into the construction of
the Greater Bay Area. A total of 39
CPPCC members and representatives
of Macao’s previous CPPCC members

attended the conference.
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The epidemic knows no borders and friendship reaches far and wide

Puntarenas held a ceremony to receive anti-epidemic materials donated by Zhongshan
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Since the signing of the “Memorandum of Friendship and Cooperation” in 2008, Zhongshan

has maintained close contact with Puntarenas, Costa Rica and carried out friendly and fruitful

exchanges and cooperation in high-level visits, economy, trade, and sports.

With COVID-19 raging around the world, Costa Rica has also been affected by the

epidemic, and the epidemic prevention situation in Puntarenas city is severe. After knowing about
the situation, Zhongshan Municipal Government attached great importance to it and decided to
allocate 20000 masks from the municipal epidemic prevention materials to Puntarenas, so as to
help it control the epidemic and restore normal production and life order as soon as possible.

On October 20", local time, the Puntarenas Municipal Government held a ceremony for
receiving anti-epidemic materials donated by Zhongshan City. Mayor Wilbur also expressed his

gratitude to Zhongshan Municipal Government via video and sent a letter of thanks.
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How to study abroad in the post-epidemic era?

Zhongshan held a theme salon for overseas students to share valuable experience on studying abroad
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Guided by Zhongshan Overseas Chinese Affairs Bureau,
the theme salon was hosted by the Overseas-educated Scholars
Association of Zhongshan, which attracted nearly 100 overseas
students, prospective students with overseas study plans and
their parents.

Overseas students and prospective overseas students at
the meeting expressed that this salon pointed out the direction
for studying abroad after the epidemic and provided valuable
reference. They said that in the future, they would vigorously
support the construction of overseas branches of the Association,

pull the students from Zhongshan together, and strengthen the

contact with Zhongshan.
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Police Officer Liu Lijun introduced the country’ s latest
entry and exit policies during the epidemic to parents of

students at the scene
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representatives of overseas students
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Liu Jiajie, secretary of Overseas-educated Scholars Association
of Zhongshan, put forward suggestions on issues such as internships
and follow-up advancement arrangements for overseas students in this

special period, and also exchanged ideas on the trend of studying abroad

and coping strategies in the post-epidemic era '




FOCUS

W‘i#ﬁ Ej]ﬁf

AR OB RIT

=

Seminars held to promote development

Zhongshan New Overseas Chinese Service Center has a full schedule
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Since the opening of Zhongshan New Overseas Chinese Service Center, it has
strived to become a bridge for overseas Chinese, a window for serving overseas
Chinese, an information center to help overseas Chinese start their businesses.

It provides the public with services including government affairs consultation,

training, activities, network services, incubation, attracting investment and talents,

and organizing seminars. With the help of the platform “Zhongshan Overseas

AZBERBEFANELZFAIAT S

Chinese Community Seminars”, the Municipal Digital Bureau, the Municipal

ALy, AR R TR —ER

WA RS R A AR, A Bureau of Human Resources and Social Security, the Municipal Public Security
BAAL EiERLS . THER Bureau, the Municipal Bureau of Commerce and other departments have been

invited to launch special training and policy publicizing activities for new overseas

Chinese organizations, new overseas Chinese and overseas students.
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On October 26"-28", the United Front Work Department of the Zhongshan Municipal Party Committee held the first
training course for 40 key members of returned overseas students to guide them to actively promote the tradition of studying
abroad and serving the country, integrate personal development with national development, and improve policy grasp
ability, entrepreneurship and innovative ability and overall quality, thus giving full play to the advantages and making positive

achievements.
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On October 28", under the guidance of Zhongshan Federation of Returned Overseas Chinese, Zhongshan Teochew
Overseas Friendship Association and Xiangshan Zither Orchestra co-sponsored the charity concert held at the Cultural Art

Center. The organizer not only received donations from overseas Chinese and compatriots in Hong Kong and Macao, but

also received a donation of 100,000 yuan from the Zhongshan Teochew Overseas Friendship Association.
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On November 7", the Zhongshan Overseas Chinese Youth Federation held the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao

Greater Bay Area Overseas Chinese Youth Entreprencur Innovation and Development Summit and 2020 Annual Meeting of
Zhongshan Overseas Chinese Youth Federation, aiming to promote the youth of the overseas Chinese community to work

together for more contributions to GBA construction.
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On November 13", the closing event of the Fourth Cross-Strait Zhongshan Forum-a themed art evening was held at

the Municipal Culture and Art Center. Outstanding performing groups and artists from Guangdong Province presented a

cultural evening with Lingnan characteristics and national spirit to the guests.
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On November 16"-20", the “2020 Zhongshan New Overseas Chinese Innovation and Entrepreneurship Seminar” was
held at South China University of Technology. A total of 60 participants participated in the seminar, including representatives
from Zhongshan Overseas Chinese Youth Federation, Overseas Returnees Entrepreneur Association, Macao Overseas
Chinese Youth Association, overseas Chinese friendship associations, and overseas Chinese businessmen from Singapore and

Peru.
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On November 24", a plenary meeting of the special group of Zhongshan to promote the construction of the
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area was held to deepen the comprehensive cooperation with Hong Kong and
Macao, to comprehensively summarize the results of the comprehensive cooperation between Zhongshan and Hong Kong

and Macao in 2020, to analyze the situation and problems facing them, and to deepen comprehensive cooperation with Hong

Kong and Macao in 2021.
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Commemorating Liangdu celebrities and enriching the

culture of the “hometown of overseas Chinese”

Liang Jianyin, President of Macao-Zhongshan Youth Chamber of Commerce

donated the bronze statue of Liang Qi
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Liang Qi, advanced scholar of the Song Dynasty and assistant

prefectural magistrate of E’zhou(Hubei Province), advocated the

establishment of Xiangshan as a county.

On October 13", the Southern District Local Records Museum
held the unveiling ceremony of the bronze statue of Liang Qi (1007-
1102), the ancestor of the Liang family in Caobian village, to
commemorate Liang Qi’s contribution to promoting the establishment
of Xiangshan County and his spirit of diligent administration and love
for the village.

The bronze statue was set up in the “Liangdu Celebrity Hall”
and was donated by Mr. Liang Jianyin, a member of the Zhongshan
CPPCC Standing Committee, chairman of Zhongshan Overseas Youth
Association, and chairman of Macao-Zhongshan Youth Chamber of
Commerce. He said that erecting a statue of Liang Qi is not only to
remember the ancestors, but also to protect the cultural heritage of his
hometown and inherit the excellent traditional culture of the Chinese
nation.

It is reported that in addition to donating the bronze statue of
Liang Qi, Liang Jianyin also donated RMB 500,000 to repair Liang
Qi’s Ancestral Hall. So far, he has donated more than 2 million yuan
to support the public welfare and cultural undertakings of Caobian

village, which has been well received by the community.
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Macao Federation of Trade Unions and Shenwan Fellowship Association

inspected the integrated development environment of Zhongshan
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On October 19“‘, 18 members from Macao Federation
of Trade Unions and Macao Shenwan Fellowship
Association visited Shenwan Town, Zhongshan to
inspect Shengshi Yacht Club and Zhongshan Baohui
Plastic Products Co., Ltd. to learn about the operation
of Macao-Zhongshan yacht free-travel project and the
development of Macao enterprises.

Liang Lixian, member of the Standing Committee
of the Municipal Party Committee and Director of the
United Front Work Department said that Shenwan has
made a lot of active explorations in attracting investment
from Macao and developing people-to-people and
cultural exchanges between the two places, and has
achieved good demonstration effects.

It is hoped that when the epidemic is alleviated,
we can strengthen exchanges and cooperation with
Macao Federation of Trade Unions and other patriotic
organizations in Macao, and continue to coordinate
development in the fields of youth entrepreneurship and
employment, education, and medical care in the two
places, achieving results and benefiting all parties. At
the same time, Macao enterprises and young people with
aspirations are welcome to invest, buy property, so as to

jointly build a bright future in the Greater Bay Area.
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Step forward, just because of a Chinese heart
Vincent M Lee, deputy to the National People's Congress from Hong Kong,
talks about the fight against the epidemic
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On September 8", the day of the Meeting to Honor Role
Models in the Country’s Fight against the COVID-19 Epidemic,
Vincent M Lee, deputy to the National People’s Congress from
Hong Kong, and chairman of the Tung Tai Group, wearing a red
sportswear with the Chinese flag on his chest, shared the stories
of fighting the epidemic together.

Delivering the masks by himself

Looking back on the early days of the epidemic, the
mainland of China was faced with “mask hunger”. Vincent M
Lee, who lives in Hong Kong, has always been concerned about
this. At that time, “everyone was desperately looking for masks,
and money could not buy them.”

Finally, led by Yan Baoling, deputy to the National
People’s Congress from Hong Kong, Lee successfully bought
20000 masks in Bangladesh. He drove the masks to Zhongshan
right away. After that, Lee continued to look for masks.
Fortunately, he raised another 5000 from Thailand. After several
twists and turns, he finally donated them to the cleaning workers
in Zhuhai.

In Hong Kong, he cared about communities and schools,
and often sent epidemic prevention materials. He even advised
his family to go out as little as possible and “leave masks for
those who need them more.”

Passing down love without borders from generation to
generation

Viruses have no borders. No one can be alone in face of
the virus and the destiny of mankind is connected with each
other. Lee remembered that when the Italian epidemic was at
its worst, he received an appeal from Italy and immediately
initiated a demand for masks online. Within two hours, 60 or 70
enterprises offered to help.

During the SARS epidemic in 2003, the government once
received a letter from Vincent M Lee’s father, Dr. Leo T.H. Lee,
expressing concerns about her relatives in the motherland and
donated a batch of anti-epidemic supplies. 17 years later, the
people of Zhongshan felt the ardent love of Lee’s generation for

his motherland again.
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The returnee rescued 11 old houses and carried

out preservation for four years regardless of the cost
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The courtyard of the ancestral home is also a teahouse with different themes. A three-
fold ladder can easily divide the space into different levels, and foreign decoration can
be integrated into it, which is in harmony with the spiritual heritage of the overseas
Chinese house itself.
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Langui Hall, located at Shiguling
Street in Shangtang Village, is the most
magnificent building in the village. It
was once the Overseas Chinese Middle
School of Zhongshan County. Today,
the Zhongshan Overseas Chinese
Secondary School is directly related to it.
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The decoration of artworks reveals the Books, artworks, plants, tea and

people ate the signature signed by Chen
for the old houses.

taste and interest of the host.
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The wall retains the scars of years. Interior layout restores the old style
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No.14, 15 of Shiguling Street before

renovation
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Chen Yiliang has done a number of old housing renovation
projects in other places. When he returned to his hometown,
Shangtang Village of Southern District, he made meticulous micro
renovation of the old housing complex, little by little, delicately
regardless of the cost.

The task he gave himself was to repair eleven old houses
here. In the past four years, five of his overseas Chinese housing

conservation projects have been completed. During this period, he

ZHONGSHAN OVERSEAS CHINESE JOURNAL

gave up his “green card” abroad, reapplied for a Chinese ID card,
and finally moved his registered permanent residence from Beijing to
Zhongshan.

Gradually, the old houses have become an amazing landscape
in the countryside, and there is an endless stream of visitors, arousing
more people’s attention to the conservation of overseas Chinese
houses.

Determined to return home for overseas Chinese house

conservation

Four years ago, Chen Yiliang returned to Shangtang village
where he had been away for many years. He was born and grew
up here. He didn’t go to the city until he was 13 years old. Later,
he continued to further study abroad and start a business, farther
and farther away from his hometown. He came back because his
mother made a long-distance call to him:* The ancestral house in my
hometown is in danger. Come back and see what you can do!”

However, at this moment of reunion, the glory of the mansion
gate was no more, and its dilapidated appearance was heartbreaking.
Looking around, there were not a few overseas Chinese houses
similar to his ancestral home. Although these old homes of overseas
Chinese were built in the countryside, they are the testimony of
the development of urban and rural areas in modern China and the
deepest nostalgia of a group of wandering overseas Chinese for their
hometown. Back then, every brick and tile there was condensed with
the “blood and sweat” of overseas Chinese.

He tried his best to maintain the look and feel of the exterior
walls and the original appearance of the interior floor, and even
retained the historical symbols produced in a specific period.

Implanting culture into the old house: Republican style &
modern touch

Up until now, Chen has not only repaired his ancestral home,
but also rented five other old houses near Shiguling Street and started
to repair them.

Each transformation has been given a specific cultural theme,
some mysterious and gorgeous, some simple and elegant, some given
historical symbols of the Song Dynasty, some with the magnificent
style of the Tang Dynasty.

The restored houses were decorated in different styles, with
a modern touch and Republic style. “I plan to repair 11 old houses
here,” Chen said, “and these places will be used by some public
welfare projects to become community libraries and art galleries for
people to experience handicraft or talent training; they can also serve
as resident studios for artists and craftsmen, or places for cultural

consumption.”
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Recalling the old stories about Qijiang River
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As a proverb goes, “Water is wealth, and deep water means wealthy people.” Dachong of

Zhongshan is a town beside a mountain and a river. A jade belt in the south of our hometown runs

from east to west, connecting the Beijiang River on the east and the Xijiang River on the west. This

is the mother river of our Zhongshan people — Qijiang River, which has been nourishing generations

at the foot of the Zhuoqi Mountain, and making them richer.

The Qijiang River is part of the Xijiang River system, with a full length of 39 kilometers,

running through the urban area and 11 towns in Zhongshan, and named after Shiqi which it run

through. The river is 80-200 meters wide and runs on a flat riverbed. When land transport was still

undeveloped, it was once the main waterway from Shiqi to other towns in Zhongshan, the Xijiang

and Beijiang river basins, Hong Kong and Macao.

The Dachong segment of the river is called by us as the “Jitou Sea” in an exaggerated manner.

There was a small village full of huts on the north shore of the “Jitou Sea” in the 1950s. The

inhabitants there were formerly fishermen who lived on sea. They later built huts and settled on

the place called Xinwei, but fishing was still their primary income source. For historical and other

reasons, they were poor and under-educated, and discriminated against by the onshore inhabitants.

In the old days, Antang Street Market was the busiest market in Dachong, and villagers from

Dachong, Nanwen, Antang, Lantian, etc. liked to sell or buy food there. The market would become

bustling after 3 o’clock in every afternoon, when traders and villagers began selling vegetables, fish

and meats. Pond fish and river shrimps were mostly brought by fishermen from Henglan and Banfu.

As I just mentioned, many of those dealing with fishery are honest and under-educated farmers.
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Hong Kong fellow folk Jian Guanqi awarded the commemorative medal for
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resisting US aggression and aiding Korea
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On October 28", Li Baozhong (left), vice minister
of the Social Affairs Department of the Liaison Office
of the Central People’s Government in Hong Kong
S.A.R., presented Mr. Jian Guangqi (middle), a fellow
folk of Zhongshan, with the commemorative medal of
“the 70" Anniversary of the Chinese People’s Volunteer
Participation in the War to Resist US Aggression and Aid
Korea” in the clubhouse of the Hong Kong Federation of
Zhongshan Unions and Associations.

Mr. Jian Guangqi, born in 1933, is now 87 years
old. In 1950, he joined the army from Guangzhou Heavy
Machinery Factory, belonging to the 8504 Army. In
1952, he took part in the war to resist US aggression and
aid Korea. In 1955, he returned to China. On the surface,
he served as a railway soldier and participated in the
reconstruction of the railway bombed by the US side. In

fact, he served as a confidential investigator.
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Minister Li said: “The Central Committee of
the Communist Party of China, the State Council,
and the Central Military Commission have
entrusted us to deliver to you a commemorative
stamp for the 70™ Anniversary of the Chinese
People’s Volunteer Participation in the War to
Resist US Aggression and Aid Korea. They
express their highest respect for your response
to the country’s call to participate in the battle,
and wish you a long life. The country hopes
that the younger generation can inherit the
older generation’s spirit of not being afraid of
hardship and not afraid of death, which is very

meaningful.”

Li Baozhong also recognized the War to
Resist US Aggression and Aid Korea is a battle
to build the Chinese nation, and it played an
important role in enhancing the status of the
country and its international influence. He urged
Mr. Jian to feel free to give any suggestions for
nation building and “one country, two systems” in

the future.
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Bay of Vancouver: Spectacular sunset wAKAE (INEKX)
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l he sunset by the sea in Vancouver has its special

charm. My mind became more peaceful when enjoying
such spectacular view.

People always say that “The setting sun is splendid,
but the dusk is fast approaching.” But for me, although
the evening of life is approaching me, I will have no

regret as long as I can maintain an aspiring attitude!
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Cultural Relics of Overseas Zhongshanese

SRR L T AR

L RPAAEF RS s+
A EBEE
A chisel once used by overseas Chinese in Malaysia

Donated by Zheng Cheng’en

LhRPEIIEFE SR+
A BE, AEE. ZEhl. PREA

A carpenter’s plane once used by overseas Chinese in Malaysia

Donated by Feng Guoying, Zheng Cheng’en, Li Zaocan and Lin Heming
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Chinese Abroad
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FEEA . EIER
A bugle once used by overseas Chinese in Malaysia

Donated by Huang Yuqing

N

TR PEL 3 S G K e T ] RN ER B AR

A ZEF
A rubber tapping knife and clay rubber containers used by overseas Chinese working in a rubber plantation in Malaysia

Donated by Wu Defang
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Glamour of Famous City
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Morning light bathing mountains and waters - Xiaolan Town by Jian Jianwen
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People gather in Xiaolan Town in the

chrysanthemums blooming season
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From November 22™ to December 13", 2020 Xiaolan Chrysanthemum Fair was held in Xiaolan
Chrysanthemum Garden. The main exhibition area was about 350 acres (50 acres of water area), in
which 25 large-scale landscapes were exhibited, and about 250,000 pots of chrysanthemums were
displayed.

During the Chrysanthemum Fair, the 12" Chinese Folk Art Festival was also held. A total of 34
high-level folk art teams from 25 provinces (cities) and multiple ethnic groups gave performances of

all kinds, adding color to the fair and the city.
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Growing in cracks

scenes from the films of the Republic of China
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Gongjian (meaning “bow and arrow” in Chinese) Alley was
allegedly named after its shape like a fully drawn bow. In the quiet old
alley, plants creeping on old walls can be seen everywhere, looking
like natural green dresses.

The old house at No.6 Gongjian Alley is well preserved, and
was allegedly built by a Zheng’s family. Except the rusty iron gate
of the foreyard, this house with a unique charm of the Republican
China period is very clean, perhaps having been recently renovated.
Opposite to this house is a shabby brick-walled old house in sharp
contrast to it, even looking a bit unharmonious, as if they are from
different worlds.

A shop sign hangs in front of the gate of No.12 Gongjian Alley,
and has turned yellow and worn. There is a stone tablet recording
the year of construction on the gate, reading “1925”. A streetlamp
hangs below, and its pink blue cover matches the white gray outer
wall perfectly. Based on a literature review, this house is the former
residence of Lin Fan, a famous professor from Zhongshan. The
“Zhongshan Historical Building” nameplate hanging in front of
the porch writes “December 2009”. It is unknown if this is the date
on which this house was identified as a historical building or the

nameplate first hung. It is only known that this was the date on which

prestigious Professor Lin passed away.
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Duck feet rolls, have you ever enjoyed such a special morning tea snack?
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Moming tea is one of the most important breakfast ways for Cantonese.

Every morning, in all kinds of tea houses in Zhongshan, people who come to
enjoy morning tea are always in an endless stream.

Among the many dim sums, there is a refreshment that is particularly
special, it is the duck feet roll. Because the production process of duck foot
rolls is very time-consuming, it is rare in ordinary teahouses. Wang Yaozhang,
who is over eighty years old, has been operating an old-style tea house for
more than ten years, and has always kept this unique refreshment as a way to
honor tradition.

A dozen years ago, Wang yaozhang moved from Hong Kong to
Zhongshan and opened a teahouse in front of his home. There are many
familiar customers and frequent old friends. For him, running a teahouse is not

only a business, but also a pleasure to be part of it.
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Vocabulary Note of shiqi Dialect
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The love for attractiveness is native to monkeys too.
by Wen Zhicheng
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The Malay culture hidden in food and fun
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% A # £ Mantanani Island

The writer is doing underwater exploration
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Kota Kinabalu, also commonly known by
the Chinese as KK, is the capital of Sabah, the second

largest state in Malaysia. For a long time, it has attracted
a large number of foreign tourists with its long coastline,
fine beaches, colorful underwater world, attractive food,
rich Nanyang culture, and low prices...However, when |
really set foot on this land, the red walls and green tiles,
the lion dancing, the familiar Cantonese and Hakka,

etc. exuded a strong Chinese cultural atmosphere and

made me feel that I was still in China. What an illusion! K E# A4+ Kota Kinabalu City Mosque
I believe that no one would deny that Malaysia is a food
paradise. Nine out of ten tourists who came to KK aim
at Malay delicacies.

Malaysia was called Malaya before independence.
In its cultural evolution history, it was dominated by
Hinduism and Islamic culture. Later, due to the invasion
of European colonial forces, it was dominated by a
large number of Chinese and Indian migrant workers.
This is the reason why today’s Malaysian culture is so
complicated. Today’s Malay cuisine is developed under
the influence of the Indians, Chinese and Middle East
people who came to Malaysia in those years.

Malaysia is a country with Islam as its national
religion. Therefore, the main ingredients of Malay
food are cattle, sheep, chicken, duck, fish and shrimp,
with little or no pork. Spicy spices such as pepper,
lemongrass, ginger, curry leaves and cumin are widely
used for seasoning and cooking. They are known for
their sour and spicy flavors and rich colors. The cooking
methods are mainly steaming, boiling and stir-frying.
Satay beef, laksa noodles, beef Rendang, banana leaf

rice, turmeric rice, etc. are very popular among Chinese.

[ -
A X T 3 Food wholesale market
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Alocasia Cucullata herbal tea
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I saw a big pile of Alocasia cucullata leaves and mud at a
corner of the kitchen. I realized that mom had spent all night
brewing a pot of Alocasia cucullata herbal tea, so that we
could drink it after breakfast.

“Mom, why did you think of brewing this tea for us?
Does it work for COVID-19?” I talked to mom while tidying
up the rubbish in the kitchen.

“I don’t know whether it works for COVID-19, but I
know that we should clear up heat and dampness in the body,
so that the virus has no chance to intrude. On that basis,
drinking nourishing soups will make the body stronger! We
should also keep away from crowds and put on a face mask.
By doing so, I believe that we can avoid COVID-19,” mom
said leisurely while mopping the floor with a bleach.

Mom’s eyes were swollen after staying up all night. She
knew that she was obligated to protect the family’s health,
just like our party and government that guard the people’s
lives.

Alocasia cucullata herbal tea is too familiar for elder
Zhongshan people, especially those in the Shiqi and Longdu
areas. It is a key ingredient in many local secret recipes for

curing various diseases. And it has the effects of removing

internal heat, appeasing the intestines and stomach,
relieving toxins, and dredging the interior and exterior.

We Chinese have been dealing mainly with
farming. Traditional Chinese drugs and mountain herbs
were used extensively as early as thousands of years
ago. Our bodies are rooted in plants, because we eat
grass-rooted rice and drink natural water. Therefore, we
have worshiped traditional Chinese drugs, and famous
Chinese physicians like Li Shizhen, Bian Que, Hua
Tuo and Zhang Zhongjing since childhood. In face of
the menacing pandemic, we might cope with it in the
“indigenous way” as well, namely traditional Chinese
drugs.

Each place has its own way of nurturing its own
inhabitants. Alocasia cucullata herbal tea has been
forgotten in long history gradually. We are unsure how
efficacious it is, but it has at least got us through the days

when we were short of doctors and drugs.
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Silk lady coat of the Qing Dynasty
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By A& The trading of silk worms

China is the earliest country to have produced silk. Legend has
it that Lei Zu, wife of Emperor Huangdi, invented sericulture, silk
reeling and weaving. Chinese archaeologists believe the technology of
silk weaving has at least a history of 4,000 years. Silk fabrics were the
main material for making the clothes of noblemen and their families
as well as an important commodity for export.

There were various kinds of ancient Chinese silk, such as thin
and light ones, and colorful ones woven with patterns and pictures.
They can be classified into ling (silk fabric resembling satin, but
thinner), organza, woven silk, satin, gauze, damask, fine silk fabric,
etc.

As early as the Han Dynasty of over 2,000 years ago, a famous
diplomat Zhang Qian opened up a Silk Road leading to Western
Asia and Europe. It was along this road that silk was continuously
transported to those countries. Westerners were very fond of Chinese
silk. It is said that during the first century AD, a Roman emperor went
to a theater wearing silk, which made a great stir in the audience.
Since then, people wished to wear clothes made of Chinese silk.
China, therefore, was called a "silk country”.

For centuries, silk has beautified people’s life and promoted

friendly exchanges between China and other countries.

it LA

Silk products found their way to Europe through

WP E L2 B AR B

the Silk Road
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Service for you
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Getting a residence permit in Zhongshan instantly
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The holder of a residence permit in Zhongshan City is entitled to the following preferences:
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1.Applying for enrollment with bonus points;

2.Applying for a Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan pass or passport, or any other entry-exit
service;

3.Applying for a motor vehicle driving license;

4.Applying for motor vehicle registration;

5.Entitling children to educational services;

6.Applying for a free bus card for old people aged above 60 years;

7.Applying for a non-local ID card;

8.Applying for non-local senior high school and college entrance examinations for
children;

9.Applying for lawful and stable residence and household registration in Zhongshan City

Note that one can apply for a residence permit only after completing residence
registration! Any migrant who has left the place of permanent residence and lived in any other
city for over half a year, and meets one of the conditions of lawful and stable employment,
lawful and stable residence, and continuous school attendance may apply for a residence permit
according to the applicable regulations. For any minor aged below 16 years or physically
inconvenienced old or disabled person, his/her guardian or a close relative may apply for a
residence permit for him/her.

The following materials are required to apply for a residence permit half a year after
residence registration:

1.Identification materials;

2 Receipt of the residence permit photo;

3.Evidence of the residential address
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“First Snow” by Huang Changlin(U.S.)
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